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Patricia Bynes, a Democratic committeewoman for Ferguson Township, was among 
the speakers at Monday’s forum.

Citizens focus on action 
in Ferguson aftermath
Brown shooting incites heated racial 
profiling debate at the Civic Center
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 An array of emotions boiled 
over Monday as the Carbondale 
community took part in a nation-
al conversation that, for many, hits 
too close to home.
 The shooting death of 18-year-
old Michael Brown at the hands 
of Ferguson, Mo., police officer 
Darren Wilson Aug. 9 sent ripple 
effects throughout the nation with 
a wide-reaching story that for ma-
ny shed a renewed light on top-
ics from racial profiling to police  
militarization.
 In an attempt to dissect some 
of these issues and express the 
perspectives of those affected in 
Carbondale, representatives from 
throughout the city and univer-
sity collaborated to bring “Race, 

Policing, and Justice: Lessons 
from Ferguson.”
 The climate of the Civic 
Center hall ranged from that of a  
polite classroom to a boxing-match 
weigh-in during the four-hour-plus 
symposium, with impassioned cit-
izens shouting at each other for 
short spells. 
 During one fierce exchange 
between audience members, SIU 
Radio, Television and Digital 
Media Department chairman 
Novotny Lawrence attempted to 
ease some of the tension.
 “At this point, if we start yell-
ing and bickering at each other, 
it’s not about Michael Brown any-
more. Everyone has something to 
contribute,” he said.
 Lawrence said he is angry ev-
ery day when he hears of injus-
tice, especially that of youth being 

killed. But the key to progress, he 
said, is to do something productive 
with that anger.
 With that in mind, the overar-
ching goal of the discussion was 
focused on action steps and what 
can be done in the community to 
prevent future injustices. 
 For a majority of the citizens 
who chose to voice their opin-
ions at the panel, frustrations cen-
tered on the Carbondale Police 
Department. Several audience 
members cited perceived past in-
justices at the hands of Carbondale 
officers as evidence of a culture of 
racial profiling and excessive force 
in the department.
 Ginger Rye, a Carbondale res-
ident on and off since the 1960s, 
shared a story of an interaction 
with police three years ago. While 
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she was filing a report, she said 
police took her three grandchil-
dren, all under the age of 10, and 
interrogated them without her 
knowledge. 
 Rye expressed frustration at her 
unsuccessful attempts to get an an-
swer as to why this was done.
 “I’m wondering why there 
is nothing in place to just have a 
public relation conversation when 
something like this comes up,” she 
said. “It seems like black lives in 
this town are devalued.”
 Several other citizens report-
ed being harassed by police. One 
reason law enforcement can have 
the upper hand in these types of 
situations is because many peo-
ple have not been educated on the 
law and their own civil rights, said  
Orlan Mays.
 Mays, who runs the not-for-
profit A Gift of Love Charity Inc., 
said a public, free class educating 
citizens on their basic rights would 
be a welcome resource and a large 
step in the right direction for  
police-community tensions.
 “It would be beautiful if 
the law enforcement could pro-
vide this class, because that 
would show transparency, truly,”  
Mays said.
 Deputy Police Chief Stan Reno 
fielded many of the questions and 
frustrations directed at local law 

enforcement. He said he would 
take the concerns expressed back 
to his colleagues at the department.
 When citizens asked about 
their interactions with police, 
Reno said he could not speak 
about instances of which he did 
not have specific knowledge. He 
said the department has strict pol-
icies against racial profiling and  
encouraged people to make for-
mal complaints, in which case the  
department will make sure they are 
investigated.
 “We don’t want what happened 
in Ferguson to happen here in 
Carbondale, and we won’t tolerate 
it to happen either,” Reno said.
 The Racial Justice Coalition 
of Carbondale has been trying to 
fight racial profiling by police, 
said Cathy Field. She said inter-
im Police Chief Jeff Grubbs has 
told the group the department cur-
rently is unable to determine the 
number of arrests based on race, 
but is in the process of installing 
software that will allow them to  
release such figures early in 2015.
 Field said it has been statisti-
cally clear for some time that those 
who go through life with darker 
skin are significantly more likely 
to spend time in prison. She said 
things would start to change if 
more white people got arrested.
 Field also noted that the city is 
approaching a potentially transfor-

mative time, with an acting may-
or who has said he will not run for 
the next term and an interim police 
chief who may be replaced.
 “With all this new talent, we 
can demand … that we have a new 
policy: Don’t arrest so many black 
people,” she said.
 Carbondale citizens also got 
to hear from those who saw the 
aftermath of the Brown shoot-
ing firsthand. Patricia Bynes said 
she arrived at the Canfield Green 
Apartment Complex Aug. 9 just 
in time to see officials towing 
away Officer Wilson’s SUV while 
Brown’s body had been lying in 
the street for four hours.
 Bynes,  Democrat ic  com-
mi t teewoman for  Ferguson 
Township, said she has known  
racial profiling to be an everyday 
practice in her community and 
throughout the region. The pro-
cess serves as a revenue generator 
for the cities and townships, she 
said, because of the tickets and 
ensuing fees associated with rou-
tinely arresting black people from 
a lower economic status.
 Now that the spotlight is on 
Ferguson, she said communities in 
the St. Louis area and beyond can 
fight to put an end to the practice.
 “I’m a firm believer that our 
police officers deserve to be 
more than revenue generators,”  
Bynes said.
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